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Spelling Activities 
 

 

#1  -  Word Maker 
 

Write the 5 longest words in your spelling list.  From each 

word list as many smaller words that you possibly can. 

 

e.g.    dragonfly 

 

drag, on, dragon, fly, dag, go, god, dog, fog, log, dry, fad, 

glad, load, gray, far, lard, yard, fondly, groan, etc.  
 

Challenge!  How Many Words 

Can You Make? 

 
Word Genius:   More than 100 words 

Word Legend:  More than 80 words 

Word Master:  More than 60 words 

Word Magician:  More than 40 words 

Word Juggler:  More than 20 words 

 

Challenge x 2!   

 
Can you make an anagram of the original word?  An anagram is 

formed when you use every one of the letters in the word to form 

a new word.  E.g.  desserts  -  stressed  
 

 

#2 -  Dictionary Meanings 
 

Select 15 words and write the dictionary meanings for 

them.  If you can’t find them in your own dictionary, use 

the really big class dictionary,  Microsoft Encarta’s 

dictionary, or an internet dictionary site.  

 

e.g.    fettuccine 

 

fettuccine or fettuccini    

(noun) 

1.  narrow flat pasta: a type of 

pasta made in narrow flat 

strips, slightly narrower and thicker than tagliatelle  

2.  dish made with fettuccine: a pasta dish made with 

fettuccine  

 
If the word has more than one meaning you may choose the 

meaning which fits into the context of the theme you are 

studying.  The definition for fettuccine has two meanings, both of 

which fit into the context of food, so both may be written down. 

 
Challenge!  How Many of the Words Can you 

Put into a Sentence? 

 

 

 

#3  -  Pattern Trains 
 

Choose 5 list words and write as many other words that 

share a common feature or pattern.  You could choose letter 

patterns, sound patterns, shape patterns, etc.  Use your 

imagination and think outside the square…but remember 

the pattern has to be justifiable and real. 

 

e.g.    lunch 

 

Sound pattern: ch – lunch, church, cheddar, chunky, ….. 

 

Rhyming pattern:  lunch, bunch, hunch, punch, brunch,… 

 

Words that begin and end with l and h:   
lunch, leach, latch, loofah, …. 

 
Challenge!  How Many Different Types of 

Pattern Trains Can You Create 

From Just 1 Word? 

 
Pattern Genius:   More than 10 

Pattern Legend:  7 - 9 

Pattern Master:  4 - 6 

Pattern Magician:  3 

 

#4  -  Expressive Words 
 

Choose 5 list words and illustrate them expressively to 

reflect their meaning.   

 

e.g.    overweight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Challenge!  Create a Picture  

Which Tells a Story Using Expressively 

Illustrated Words From Your List. 
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#5  -  Bazza the 

Zookeeper’s 

Spellamadoodles 
 

Use this strategy with all of your words 

in the list. 

 

 
Bazza says:  “I like spellamadoodles 

because they are colourful, creative, and unusual.  Our 

brains like colour, and things that are unusual and creative 

so when I do a spellamadoodle the words really stick into 

my head.  I try and write the words that I need to learn out 

as many times as possible, over and over again on the 

spellamadoodle.” 

 

 

 

#6  -  Look, Say, Cover,  

       Write, Check 
 

Use this strategy with all of your words in the list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Challenge!  Get your partner to test you and 

see if you can get them all right. 

 

 

 

#7  -  Synonyms 
 

Select all of the list words that are either adjectives 

(describing words) or verbs (doing words) and write as 

many synonyms (words that have a similar meaning to) for 

each as you can.  Use a thesaurus to help you. 

 

e.g.    delicious 

 

tasty, delectable, appetizing, scrumptious, luscious, 

ambrosial, palatable, etc… 
 

 
Challenge!  How Many Synonyms Can You Find 

For One Word? 

 
Synonym Genius:   More than 10 

Synonym Legend:  7 - 9 

Synonym Master:  4 - 6 

Synonym Magician:  3 

 

 

#8  -  Antonyms 
 

Select all of the list words that are either adjectives 

(describing words) or verbs (doing words) and write as 

many antonyms (words that have an opposite meaning to) 

for each as you can.  Use a thesaurus to help you. 

 

e.g.    delicious 

 

nasty, revolting, unappetizing, disgusting, inedible, 

nauseous, unpalatable, etc… 
 

 
Challenge!  How Many Antonyms Can You Find 

For One Word? 

 
Antonym Genius:   More than 10 

Antonym Legend:  7 - 9 

Antonym Master:  4 - 6 

Antonym Magician:  3 

 

 

prawn prawn 

prawn 

Say 

Cover 

Write 

Check 
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#9  -  Anagrams 
 

Make an anagram of five of your spelling words.             

An anagram is formed when you use every one of the 

letters in the word to form a new word or words.  

 

 

 

e.g.    biology = oily bog 

 
 

 

 

Check out these anagrams… 

 

stationery = ratty noise                    metaphor = harm poet 

flattering = let farting                     hysterical = a rich style 

mathematician = eat mismatch             football = loft a lob 

 

P.S.  Try out this automatic anagram maker from the 

Internet… http://www.anagramgenius.com/server.html  

 

 

Challenge!  Can You Make up an Anagram 

Sentence Using Several of Your Words? 

 

 

#10  -  Write On! 
 

Create a piece of writing in your choice of genre (letter, 

narrative, poem, diary entry, recipe, procedure, report, etc.) 

using as many words from your list as possible. 

 

e.g.    bakery, cutlery, braise, baste, spices, crockery 

 

There was once a boy from the bakery, 

Who with salt, liked to eat cutlery. 

He would carefully baste, 

Then add spices to taste, 

And serve it all up in black crockery. 

 

 
I 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Challenge!  Can You Use All of Your Words? 

 

 

#11  -  Alphabet Soup 
 

List your base list words in alphabetical order. 

 

 

e.g.  almond, boysenberry, caramel, 

cereal, cinnamon, combination, 

crumble, etc. 

 

 

 
Challenge!  Can you list all of your words in 

alphabetical order using the 2nd letter of each 

word? 

 

 

#12  -  Word Grouping 
 

Group all of your words according to the number of letters 

they have.   

 

3 4 5 6 7 

oil cook fungi kidney maximum 

eel café salty cereal grocery 

  tasty pantry biltong 

  baste  dhufish 

 

Challenge!  Group your words in a different 

way and get your partner to try and figure out 

how you have grouped them. 

 

#13  -  Quiz Questions 
 

Write a quiz question for 10 of the list words.  Get a 

partner to try and work them out.  e.g…. 
 

Q. Which word is a compound 

word, has 3 syllables, and 

rhymes with choux? 

 

A.  honeydew 

 

Challenge!  Can You Write 

Your Questions in Some 

Kind of Code? 

 

#14  -  Hangman 
 

Using words from your list play 5 games of hangman 

with your partner. 
  

 

 

 

 

B __ __ S __ M __ __ 
 

Challenge!  Only Give Your Partner 5 

Guesses. 
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#15  -  Word Code 
 

Using the following code 

write ten words and have 

your partner work them out. 

 

a = x, b = y, c = x, d = w, … 

y = b, z = a 

 

e.g.    zkirxlg  =   apricot 

 
Challenge!  Write a Sentence Using as Many Of 

the List Words as Possible in Code and Give it 

to a Partner to Work Out. 

 

Challenge x 2!  Work Out Your Code and See If 

Your Partner Can Decipher it! 

 

 

 

#16 - 

Antonio’s 

Mathematical 

Spelling 
 

Select the ten longest words and work out the value of 

each of them if:  a = 1, b = 2, c = 3, d = 4, …… z = 26. 

 
(M) 13 + (U) 21 + (S) 19 + (H) 8 + (R) 18 + (O) 15 + (O) 15 + (M) 13 = 122 

So the word ‘mushroom’ has a value of 122! 

 
Antonio says:  “This works for my brain because I am pretty 

maths smart, and I like solving problems.  I like to think of words 

having a number value.  When I go to spell a word I visualise the 

number sum and what the word adds up to in my mind.  Maybe 

this strategy could work for you too!” 

 

#17  -  Sawing in Halves 
 

Select ten words from your list and cut them in half.  

Rejoin them and see if your partner can guess the words. 

 

 

  strawster, preberries, passionserve, 

oyfruit 

 

=  strawberries, passionfruit, 

preserve, oyster 

 
Challenge!  Write a Sentence Using Your Newly 

Created Words. 

 

Challenge x 2!  Draw What Some of Your 

Newly Created Words Look Like. 

 

 

#18  -  Word Snake 
 

Using any of your list words create the longest word snake 

possible.  Each word must begin with the last letter of the 

previous word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge!  Can You Create a Word Snake With 

More Than 10 Words? 

 

#19  -  Rhebus 
 

Create a rhebus for 5 of your words. 

 

 
 

                               s             k 
 

     + l  + 
 

                    den 
 

garlic 

 

Challenge!   Write a Rhebus Sentence. 

 

#20  -  Mnemonics 
 

Select five words and create a mnemonic  

for each of them.  A mnemonic is a memory aid: a short rhyme, 

phrase, or other mental technique for making information easier 

to memorize. 

                      

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Challenge – Create a Mnemonic Poster for 

the Class! 
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#21  -  Tongue Twister 
 

Choose ten of your words and write a tongue twister for 

each of them. 

 

 

e.g.  crayfish 

 

 

Corally coloured 

crayfish cry cutely. 

 
 

 

Challenge!  Can You Say Your Longest Tongue 

Twister up to 5 Times Really Fast? 

 

 

#22  -  Stolen Vowels 
 

Select ten of your words and take the vowels out of them.  

See if your partner can work out what they are. 

 

 

e.g.    sprgs      scpn      rtchk 

 

=   asparagus     saucepan     artichoke 

 

 

 
Challenge!  Write the 

first paragraph of a 

story with words with 

no vowels. 

 

 

#23  -  Meaningful 

Sentences 
 

Choose eight of your list words and put them into sentences 

which reflect their meaning. 

 

 

e.g.  sublime 

 

 

The dinner guests were absolutely 

amazed by the scrumptious 

strawberry meringues, which they 

described as being sublime. 
 

 

 

Challenge!  Write a factual report using as 

many of the list words as possible. 

 

 

#24  -  Word Sleuth 
 

Create a Wordsleuth using all of your list words.  Give it to 

a partner to work out. 

 

C E L E R Y D R 

A R T I C H O K 

R R A P P L E O 

R I W B E E T W 

O C I T R U S E 

T E S S N A E B 

S A U C E P E A 

B N I K R E H G 
 

Challenge!  Use a hexagonal or pentagonal grid 

rather than a square grid for your wordsleuth. 

 

 

#25  -  Crossword  
 

Create a crossword using as many of the list words as 

possible.  Include all of the down and across clues.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Challenge!  Write some of your clues using a 

different language (like Japanese). 

 

 

#26  -  Similes 
 

Choose 5 of your list words to include in a simile sentence.  

Remember, a simile is a figure of speech that draws a 

comparison between two different things, especially a 

phrase containing the word ‘like’ or ‘as’, for example  

‘as white as a sheet.’ 

 

 

e.g.    butter 

 

The butter melted like a 

snowman on the equator. 

 

 
Challenge!  Write a mini story including as 

many similes as possible. 
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#27  -  Etymology 
 

Choose ten of your words and find out their language 

origins. 

 

                     e.g.  pretzel 

 

[Mid-19th century. From German, 

of uncertain origin: perhaps 

ultimately from Latin bracchiatus 

„branched, wearing bracelets‟, 

which was formed from brachium 

„arm‟ (see brachium). According 

to tradition, the shape of the 

pretzel was devised by a Christian 

monk to represent arms and hands 

folded in prayer.] 
 

 

 

Challenge!  On a Map of the World Identify the 

Regions Where Your List Words Come From. 

 

 

#28  -  Riddle Me Ree 
 

Create a Riddle Me Ree for three of 

your list words and give them to your 

partner to unravel. 

 

 

e.g.    Riddle Me Ree 

 

My first is in king but not in queen 

My second is in gnocchi, but not in rice. 

My third is in ice but not in snow, 

My fourth is in afraid but not in scared. 

My last is in fire but not in coals, 

My whole is 5 letters long and is usually found with a four 

lettered friend. 

 

Answer:  knife (don‟t show your partner the answer until 

they work it out themself!) 

 
Challenge!  Use Your Longest Words For the 

Riddle Me Rees. 

 

 

#29  -  Syllabification 
 

Choose 5 of your list words to write Syllabification 

puzzlers for your partner to solve.  For e.g. 

 

 Take the first syllable in 

chicken and add it to the 

first syllable of peacock. 

(answer:  chickpea) 

 

 

 

 

 

A one syllable word that starts with t and rhymes with 

roast.  

 

(answer:  toast) 

 

Take the first 

syllable of pasta, 

add to it the first 

syllable of 

ramshackle, and 

add the last syllable 

of salami. 

 

  (answer:  pastrami) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#30  - Scissors and Glue  
 

Write a note which includes at least 5 of your spelling 

words.  Use cut out letters from magazines or newspapers 

to paste onto paper. 

Dear  Prime   MinisteR 

we hAvE youR dauGhteR tied 

up in sAusagES.  If You don’t reDuce 

tAxeS    immediately   WE   will   cover   

her in mustard and Custard, hit her over the 

head with a saucepan and refrigerate her 

without  further  notice. 

 

P S  Don’t call the butcher 

 

Challenge!  Try doing this without getting 

glue on your fingers! 
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#31  -  Aunt Hilda’s 

Exaggerated Spelling 
 
 

 

Aunt Hilda says:  

“When I am trying to 

learn how to spell a new 

word I use my 

imagination and 

exaggeration skills to 

write it out.  That way it 

sticks in my brain much 

better!  For example 

when I wanted to learn 

how to spell the word 

humungous I wrote it 

like this…” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Choose 10 words from your list,  

and try out Aunt Hilda’s Spelling Strategy. 

 

#32 -  Uncle Harry’s 

Building Brain Pathways 
 

 
 

Uncle Harry says:  

“I like the tried and true 

method of just writing the 

word out correctly over and 

over again.  I know that 

when I repeat a word over 

and over again the 

pathways between those 

neurons get thicker and 

thicker.  That way it really 

sticks in my brain.  I write 

words out 50 or 60 times to 

help me remember them.” 

 

 

Choose 5 words from your list, and try out Uncle Harry’s 

method. 
 

repetition  repetition  repetition  repetition  repetition 

repetition  repetition  repetition  repetition  repetition 

repetition  repetition  repetition  repetition  repetition 

repetition  repetition  repetition  repetition  repetition 

repetition  repetition  repetition  repetition  repetition 

repetition  repetition  repetition  repetition  repetition 

 

#33  -  Tibbi’s Colourful 

Sentence Strategy 
 

 
Tibbi Says:  “My favourite strategy is 

to put  the word I am learning into a 

sentence that makes sense.  I try to 

make the sentence as imaginative as 

possible so that it really sticks in my 

mind.  As I write the word I do it in 

different colours, because I know my 

brain likes colour and I am more 

likely to remember how to spell the 

word in the future.” 

 

 

Rhien picked a beautiful  for his 

teddy. 

 

Sam put some  in the cake mix. 

 
Choose 10 words from your list to make 

colourful sentences. 

 

#34  -  “Hands On” 

Spelling Strategy 
 

 

There’s lots of ways of creating a textured spelling 

word.  (Just do one from 

your list). 

 

 You could spell 

your most difficult 

word in salt dough.  

 

 You could write your word in 

PVA glue and add fine sand, 

seeds or wool to it.  When it is 

dry close your eyes and trace the shape of the 

word with your finger…it will leave a mark on 

your mind! 

 

 You could paint your word. 

 

Challenge!  You could come up with 

some other 3D invention to represent 

your word! 

us 
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#35  -  Cuddly Spelling 

 

Write 5 of your words out, and then surround them 

with cuddly blankets.  Heaps of them.  In this way you 

will get to be familiar with the shape of the word, and 

that will leave an impression on your mind. 

 

 

            cuddly 
 

 

 

Challenge!  Use the rainbow spectrum in 

order to cuddle your words with. 

 

 

#36  -  Getting It Together 
 

Get a partner to read out the dictionary definitions of 

your words.  Write the answer of each one down, 

concentrating on spelling the word correctly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge!  Spell the words backwards! 

 

 

#37  -  Go Fish Spelling! 
This is a partner game that is also known as Go Fish. 

Find a friend. Write your words on cards so that you 

have two cards for each word.  Deal out 7 words each. 

Ask your partner for a particular word. If she does 

have it you must spell the word correctly without 

looking and if you get it right it then belongs to you.   

If s/he does not have it, draw from the remaining 

stack.  Keep playing till there are no cards left. The 

person with the most pairs wins.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge!  Try playing Go Fish without 

saying the name of the word, but using its 

dictionary definition instead! 

 

 

#38  -  Graphic Designer 
 

Select five of your words and create a graphic design 

for them.  Apply some of the art elements from the 

artist’s toolkit:  line, colour, shape, space, balance, and 

movement/rhythm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See http://www.artsconnected.org/toolkit/explore.cfm 

for ideas from the artist’s toolkit. 

 

Challenge!  Use more than one of the art 

elements in your design. 

 

#39  -  Pyramid Spelling 
 

Build up 5 of your  

words into pyramids. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge!  Try an upside down pyramid! 

 

#40  -  Jingle Spells,  

                             Jingle Spells 
 

Create musical jingles or rhymes for your words.  

Make them fast or slow, loud or soft; make them 

memorable!   

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge !  Write a song with all of your 

words in it! 

A 

A 

N 

A N C 

A N C H 

A N C H O 

A N C H O R 
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